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Part One: Opening and Preliminary Session
?Keynote Speech? Japan?Vietnam Relations and 
Indochina: A Perspective from the Historical and 
Political Context of East Asia (1939?1945)
Nguyễn Văn Kim ?Vice-Rector, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-Hanoi
1.?The Position of Japan in Asia
In 2006, Prof. Kenichi Ohno of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) in Japan 
and a number of young Vietnamese scholars translated Tadao Umesao?s book An Ecological View of the 
History of Japanese Civilization in the World Context. We were very impressed by Prof. Umesao?s 
unique interpretation of Japanese culture in the context of the Asian and world civilization.
He argues that the world consists of two regions. The first region covers both coastal and island na-
tions, one of which is Japan. The second region comprises continental nations that in the past were 
dominated by great empires such as China, India, the Ottomans and Russia. Those empires always 
sought to conquer other agricultural and nomadic peoples. Meanwhile, the coastal and island states of 
the first region absorbed advanced culture. Thus, originally ?peripheral and uncivilized? states could 
rise and finally establish their own empires. Prof. Umesao argues that the Western Pacific region, 
where Japan is located, has similar characteristics and conditions to the Mediterranean region.1
In the history of Asia, cultural exchanges always went hand-in-hand with cultural conflict. Many na-
tions became the victims of political pressure by great powers and regional empires. The great powers? 
territorial expansionism and pursuit of natural resources often disrupted traditional relations and de-
stroyed cultural heritages.2
As for the case of Japan, from the Nara period (710?794) through the Heian (794?1185), Kamakura 
(1185?1333), Muromachi (1336?1590) and Edo periods (1600?1867), its rulers always looked towards 
continental China. Japan usually maintained normal economic and cultural exchanges and diplomatic 
relations with the Chinese continent and the Korean peninsula, but sometimes tried to invade the lat-
ter region. A typical case was its attempt to invade Korea at the end of the 16th century.3 For several 
 1 Tadao Umesao: An Ecological View of History?Japanese Civilization in the World Context, Trans Pacific Press, Melbourne, 
2003. The Vietnamese version is translated by Nguyễn Đức Thành and Bùi Nguyễn Anh Tuấn: Tadao Umesao: Lịch sử nhìn từ 
quan điểm sinh thái học, World Publisher, Hanoi, 2007, p. 88.
 2 Nguyen Van Kim: Văn minh và đế chế?Nhìn lại con đường phát triển của các quốc gia Đông Á, Journal of Historical Studies, 
issue 2 (406), 2010, pp. 3?19.
 3 In 1592, Toyotomi Hideyoshi sent an army of 160,000 to attack Korea and 5 years later, in 1597, once again attacked this pen-
insula. See Nguyễn Văn Kim: Chính sách đóng cửa của Nhật Bản thời kỳ Tokugawa-Nguyên nhân và hệ quả, Đông Á, Journal of 
Historical Studies, issue 2 (406), 2010 pp. 134?135.
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centuries, until the Edo government created the trade system of Red-seal ships (Shuin-sen), Japanese 
pirates (Wako) assaulted East Asian coasts, causing considerable political and economic turbulence. 
Beginning in the 15th?16th centuries, with a more Western-oriented and continental outlook, Japan 
began to look at the Eastern seas and Southern islands. The Japanese began to seek for more resources 
and territories for survival.
Returning to Prof. Umesao?s work, based on an ecological point of view, he argues that the oceans 
represent Japan?s future and greatest potential. Considering Japanese civilization within the global con-
text, he points out the similarity between the Japanese and Mediterranean cultures and societies, 
namely their common maritime nature. At the same time, of course, Japanese society is quite diﬀerent 
from Occidental societies.4 On the other hand, Japanese culture is also very diﬀerent from the societies 
of China and other Asian countries. Thus, Japan has a very unique position in Asia.
Many people regard Japan as a model of modernization. Prof. Umesao argues that this view is mis-
taken, that Japan is in no way a model of modernization for Asian countries, for many reasons. Despite 
this, however, the Japanese government should support the development eﬀorts of other Asian nations 
by providing development aid and technological transfers. This is because every regional country has 
to accomplish the task of industrialization and modernization, so as to develop itself.
While recognizing the development of Southeast Asian cultures and considering ?Southeast Asia as 
the cradle of ancient civilizations,?5 Prof. Umesao surprises us by arguing that ?when talking about his-
tory, the concept of ?if ? is hardly meaningful, but I dare raise the question of ?if ?: if Japan had not had 
its closed-door policy? (sakoku) during the Tokugawa period, most Southeast Asian countries would 
have been colonized by Japan.?6
2. From the ?Chinese Order? to the Doctrines of ?Abandon Asia and Enter European 
Civilization? and ?Greater East Asian Co-prosperity?
As China was an early developed civilization that had reached a high level of development, the Chi-
nese model was followed by many East Asian nations.?7 At the same time, a ?Chinese order? was creat-
ed in East Asia, through various interactions among the nations.8
As for the case of the Japanese, at the end of the 19th century, having encountered Western military 
power, they quickly recognized the power of industrial production and modern technology, including 
modern weapons. After the Chinese?s defeat in the Opium Wars (1840?1843, 1856?1860), the Japanese 
also recognized the weaknesses of the Chinese model and political system. They also found a big scien-
 4 Tadao Umesao: Lịch sử nhìn từ quan điểm sinh thái học, p. 77.
 5 Ibid, p. 162.
 6 Ibid, p. 177.
 7 L. Farmer Edward, Gavin R.G. Hambly...: Comparative History of Civilization in Asia, 2 Vols, Westview Press, 1986. A. B. 
Woodside: Vietnam and the Chinese Model, Harvard University Press, 1971
 8 Fairbank John King (Ed.): The Chinese World Order?Traditional China?s Foreign Relation, Harvard University Press, 1974.
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tific and technological gap between Japan and Euro-American nations.9 Thus, they gave the most ur-
gent priority to the goal of catching up with Western civilization. In other words, to ?abandon Asia? 
and get rid of the ?Chinese model and order? and to ?enter European civilization? became the national 
policy.10
However, after some experiments, the Japanese once again changed their thinking and became self-
aware that the Japanese traditional values (a combination of their native values with Asian values) re-
mained prerequisites for the country?s development. The motto of ?Western technology and Japanese 
spirit? was created at that time when the main objective was to quickly acquire Western advanced tech-
nology and scientific knowledge.11 With the combination of Confucian ideas and Shintoist thought, 
the Japanese created a conceptual framework to map out their own level of development and civiliza-
tion on the way toward a new model.
Socially, in response to the challenges for survival, the Japanese political model and orientation at 
the beginning of the 20th century developed in ways that highlighted Japan?s ideological and psycho-
logical particularism. Even among the Japanese government leaders, high-ranking military oﬃcers and 
the political and intellectual elite, a chauvinistic and antagonistic attitude against the West emerged, 
even as a genuine desire for integration and peaceful coexistence with regional countries still kept its 
influence.
Those who pursued this chauvinistic view said that, to maintain the purity and authenticity of Japa-
nese culture and spirit, it was necessary to limit and even wipe out the presence of foreign elements in 
the Emperor?s sacred land. From an ideological perspective, to cleanse the humiliation caused by the 
Chinese feudal dynasties and the Western powers, Japan had to reach out and achieve diplomatic 
equality. The idea of ?justice? and ?equality? with the West dominated the mindset of the Japanese lead-
ership and people. They thus spared no eﬀort to reclaim what had been Japan?s legitimate interests. To 
this end, Japan had to create a ?prosperous country and powerful army? to eliminate developmental 
gaps and its military, scientific and technology deficiencies compared to the West. ?It is necessary to 
make Japan as powerful as the West and resilient enough to compete with them. But to this end, Japan 
had to modernize itself and acquire the best knowledge from the West.?12
To revitalize the ancient spiritual values in a new historical context, once again ?loyalty? was valo-
 9 Responding to the wave of Europeanization, cognizant of the Western scientific and technological power, at the end of the 18th 
century and early 19th century, the Tokugawa government established a number of universities to teach modern science and 
aimed to take control of these universities. The Igakukan (Eastern medicine university) was established in 1795, the Wagaku 
kodasho (Japanese literature university) in 1793, and Bansho Torishirabesho (Western literature university) in 1856, Kobujo 
(Western military science) in 1856, the Gunkan Sorenjo (maritime university) in 1857 and Igakusho (Western medicine uni-
versity) in 1858. All these universities lasted until the end of the Tokugawa government. Some later became first universities 
and colleges of the Meiji government.
10 Nguyễn Văn Kim: Nhật Bản trong Thế giới Đông Á-Mấy suy nghĩ về đặc tính và con đường phát triển, in Trường ĐH 
KHXH&NV: Nhật Bản trong thời đại châu Á, World Publisher, Hanoi, 2013, p. 23. 
11 Michio Morishima: Tại sao Nhật Bản ?thành công?? Công nghệ phương Tây và tích cách Nhật Bản, Social Science Publisher, 
Hanoi, 1991, p. 31.
12 Pierre Antoine?Donnet: Nước Nhật mua cả thế giới, Information? Theory Publisher, Hanoi, 1991, p. 28.
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rized as a core value that dominated the entire system of ethical values.13 To develop a new conceptual 
framework for a new developmental model, the Japanese explored many similarities between Confu-
cian thinking and Shinto, a religion that worshipped natural gods in which the Goddess of Sun was the 
highest Deity. The consequence of this ideological combination was: ?Shinto means loyalty and loyalty 
is Confucianism.?14 Thus, the nationalist elements in Japanese Confucianism15 and the ?warrior? spirit 
of Bushido along with sacred Shinto beliefs and dissatisfaction with their own status led the Japanese 
to create their own version of modern nationalism.
During the Second World War, the Showa Kenkyukai led by Konoe Fumimaro assembled many po-
litically and financially influential figures as well as government authorities, scholars and journalists. 
Economists such as Nakayama Ichiro and Tobata Seiichi, philosophers such as Miki Kioshi, and jour-
nalists such as Ozaki Hotsumi took part in this organization to form a Japanese ?intellectual trust.?16 
The group proposed many ideas, including the idea that a true peace could only be developed by inter-
national justice. At the same time, the group considered the Japanese invasion of China as a liberation 
war to remove China from the influences of England and America.
The ?national unity? doctrine supported by Konoe and many of his fellow members was used to sup-
press various political parties during the war. In general, the Japanese ideological course shifted from 
patriotism to nationalism and then to extreme nationalism which appeared before the outbreak of the 
Second World War. This extreme nationalism nurtured the ambition of a dictatorial government, to 
mobilize the entire population for the devastating war.
Dissatisfied with the supremacy of the Chinese Empire in the past and inferiority to the Western 
powers in the recent years, and also stimulated by Japan?s victories over other regional empires in the 
Sino?Japanese War (1895) and the Russo?Japanese War (1904?1905), the Japanese military and finan-
cial leaders felt that it was time to consolidate their ideological foundation to lead the Japanese onto a 
radically new path. It was necessary to elevate their ?sacred mission? to that of ?Shinkoku shugi? (land 
of gods doctrine). They considered Japan ?the land of Heaven,? superior to any other country. In this 
?land of heaven,? the Japanese people were all the Sons of Heaven, and the Emperor (Tenno) was its 
embodiment as its sole ruler.
Proclaiming themselves as divine agents with sacred responsibilities, the Japanese leaders wanted to 
show to the world, especially Western powers, that they were not an ?ordinary people? like other 
Asians! In reality, they had accomplished spectacular feats of development and even defeated larger 
empires such as China and Russia. Japan itself had become a regional power and after the First World 
13 A number of scholars claim that the central value of Confucianism in China was Humanity, in Vietnam Propriety, in Korea 
Trustworthiness and in Japan Loyalty. Accordingly, the Japanese upheld five basic qualities: Loyalty, Rituals, Bravery, Impartial-
ity and Stoicism. 
14 This is the idea of Hayashi Razan (1583?1673), legal and historical advisor of Tokugawa Ieyasu. See G. B. Samson: Lược sử văn 
hoá Nhật Bản, 2nd volume, Social Science Publisher, Hanoi, 1989, p. 275. 
15 Michio Morishima: Tại sao Nhật Bản ?thành công?? p. 31.
16 Ibid, p. 182.
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War an international ?great power.? As the only great power in Asia, Japan saw itself as tasked with ?as-
sisting? regional nations to expel the white invaders and liberate Asia and eventually the world! Its 
strategy was to construct a ?Greater East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere?17 led by Japan. Extreme national-
ism and megalomania emerged. In fact, this idea was stimulated by the military and financial dictators 
to not only create a psychological war in their own country but to direct Japan towards expansionism 
and militarism; eventually it caused a destructive war.18
3. Japan?Indochina Relations: Discussions and Remarks
3.1
In retrospect, the Japanese invasion of Vietnam during the Second World War can be considered the 
fourth wave of Japan?Vietnam contacts. The first wave was the presence of the Japanese in northern 
Vietnam, in particular Abe no Nakamaro (697?770) who came to Giao Châu (the Red River Delta un-
der Chinese rule) in 753.
However, even earlier than this, Vietnam as the creator of Đông Sơn culture had maintained cultural 
exchanges with many Northeast Asian countries including Japan. The Sa Huỳnh-like tombstones in 
Southern Japan, betel chewing, stilt houses, tattoos and especially wet paddy farming were all charac-
teristics shared among East Asian nations.
The second wave of contacts was during the 15th and 16th centuries, when many merchants from the 
Ryukyu kingdom and also Japanese Shuin ships came to Vietnam to establish diplomatic, trading and 
business relations. During this period, many Japanese traders, sailors and warriors came to both 
Tonkin and Cochinchina and also visited Cambodia, Laos and other Southeast Asian countries. This 
second wave lasted until the Edo government (1600?1868) adopted the Sakoku policy (1635?1853).19
The third wave was at the beginning of the 20th century. Japan?s rapid development as a successful 
model in Asia and especially its victory over a European power in the Russo?Japanese war (1904?
1905) made a deep and strong impact on the Asian people. As a result, a series of movements to come 
to Japan and study the Japanese model of development and national liberation started. The Đông Du 
(Travel to the East) movement led by Phan Bội Châu was one of them. The failure of this movement, 
however, left bitter lessons.
3.2
As for the Japanese, since the end of 19th century they had been interested in Vietnam and the hard-
ships of ?Annam people? under the French colonial rule. ?Until the 1930s, although Japan had main-
tained contact with a number of Vietnamese nationalists, its oﬃcial standpoint was to respect French 
17 Edwin O. Reichauer: Japan?The Story of a Nation, Harvard University, Charles E. Tuttle Co. Publishers, Tokyo, 1992, pp. 208?
209.
18 According to the American calculations, during the Second World War, around 1.2 million Japanese servicemen and 600,000 
civilians lost their lives. China lost about 20 million. 
19 Nguyễn Văn Kim: Chính sách đóng cửa của Nhật Bản thời kỳ Tokugawa-Nguyên nhân và hệ quả.
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authority in Indochina while still sustaining its relations with French Indochina.?20 At that time, some 
Japanese had already entered Indochina, especially the largest cities of Vietnam such as Hanoi, Hải 
Phòng, Nam Định and Saigon. Initially there were only small hotels and business shops, but after the 
First World War, many big Japanese companies began to open branches in Hanoi and Saigon. In 1920 
and 1921, the Japanese government opened consulates in Hải Phòng and Saigon.
Due to tight French control, compared to other colonies in Southeast Asia, Indochina had only a 
modest amount of Japanese residents, approximately 300 in the 1930s.21 They primarily engaged in 
trade, maritime activities, services and entertainment. Interestingly, however, the Japanese were classi-
fied as ?Europeans? by the French government, thus diﬀerentiating them from Vietnamese, Chinese, 
and Indians. This policy was probably due to either the limited number of Japanese in Indochina or 
their high status (comparable to Europeans) in the eyes of the French government.
Under colonial rule, Vietnam?Japan relations were not so warm. Indochina became especially im-
portant to the Japanese after the Sino?Japan broke out in 1937. Most of the weapons for the Chinese 
army were transported to South China via the Hải Phòng?Kunming and Hanoi?Đồng Đăng railways. 
The Japanese military leaders therefore wanted to cut oﬀ this supply route. This was what led them to 
attack Lạng Sơn and Hải Phòng at the end of September 1940. On the position of Japan and Indochina 
in this political context, Japanese scholar Sachiko Murakami has said that: ?In the early 1940s, Indochi-
na became a central target of international politics in the West Pacific. Indochina?s geo-political posi-
tion was vital to Japan. It was a bridge leading to South China, what the Japanese army was aiming for. 
Important matériel was sent to Chiang Kai Shek in China via Indochina. Indochina was also indis-
pensable for the Japanese to enter the rest of Southeast Asia. The eruption of the Second World War in 
Europe and the German occupation of France provided Japan with ample opportunities. Japan re-
quired the French government to allow its army to enter northern Indochina in September 1940 and 
southern Indochina in July 1941.?22
When the Japanese conducted the Pacific war with their motto ?Daitoa kaiho? (to liberate East Asia), 
Vietnam became the first country in Indochina to be invaded and occupied. The Japanese army ex-
tended its influence from Vietnam to Thailand and transformed this country and the rest of Indochina 
into buﬀer zones for further southward expansion. After their sudden and large-scale attack on the 
American Fleet at Pearl Harbor on December 7th 1941 and following the US and Allied declarations of 
war, the Japanese army invaded other Southeast Asian countries such as Malaya, Burma, the Philip-
pines, and the Dutch East Indies. After a short time, by April 1942, Japan had taken control of virtually 
all important political and economic centers in Southeast Asia. Japanese military leadership began to 
expand their war to Ceylon and Australia.
20 Masaya Shiraishi: Quan hệ Nhật Bản-Việt Nam 1951?1987, Social Science Publisher, Center for Asia-Pacific Economics, 
Hanoi, 1994, p. 20.
21 Murakami Sachiko: Japan's thrust into French Indochina 1940?1945, PhD dissertation, New York University, New York, 1981, 
p. 41.
22 Ibid, pp. 20?21.
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The question is what enabled the Japanese army to so quickly occupy Southeast Asian countries. 
Was it Japan?s military power, the ambitions of Japanese authorities for natural resources, their control 
of land and maritime trading and transport routes in East Asia, the weakened power of local authori-
ties and the powerlessness of Western colonial powers, or Japan?s competition with the US for strategic 
locations in the Asia-Pacific? From a historical point of view, it can be said that beside the above rea-
sons, this quick invasion was successful because the Japanese had acquired necessary experiences and 
knowledge about Southeast Asia for many centuries. The assistance of Japanese communities who had 
lived in Southeast Asia and even pro-Japanese forces also contributed to such a quick attack.23
3.3
The Japanese army policy in Indochina was completely diﬀerent from the other occupied colonies. 
Due the alliance between the French Vichy government and the Axis, the French Indochina govern-
ment was more or less a Japanese ally. Japan dared not eliminate the Indochina colonial government as 
it had done to the British in Malaya, the Dutch in the East Indies and the Americans in the Philip-
pines. The Japanese shared a ?collective domination? with the French government, but in fact exploited 
it for their war eﬀorts. However, friction soon occurred, especially over the issue of the Overseas Chi-
nese. The French government continually opposed the repression of the Chinese by the Japanese. At 
the same time, the Japanese openly terrorized the Chinese in Manchuria, committed the Nanjing mas-
sacre, slaughtered many Koreans, destroyed their cultural heritage and only maintained a tolerant poli-
cy in Taiwan. There the Japanese took no such actions and ?thus, in Taiwan, most of the Chinese adults 
do not hold bitter memories of the Japanese occupation. This occupation in fact helped the local au-
thorities maintain order and so the Taiwanese benefited from a rather positive economic policy.?24
Thus, for many reasons the Japanese government?s policies for its colonies during the war were not 
the same and were formulated at diﬀerent levels, while its colonial-military policies for the occupied 
areas in the various parts of-Southeast Asia were also relatively diﬀerent. By understanding the divi-
sions among Japanese politicians, the ideological competition between economic and political mem-
bers, between land and naval forces, and between old and young military oﬃcers,25 we can have a bet-
ter and more profound understanding of the diﬀerences between the Tokyo government and Japanese 
colonial authorities in Southeast Asia in terms of their policies and specific measures, as well as the na-
ture of the war and diﬀerent perspectives of the parties and social groups involved or impacted by it.
3.4
To maintain its political status in Indochina, Japan created a unique ?collective domination? model. 
In Vietnam, this Japan?France ?collective domination? lasted until March 9th 1945 when the Japanese 
government no longer trusted the French and carried out a rapid coup d?état. This event was directly 
23 Nguyen Van Kim, Nhật Bản với châu Á-Những mối liên hệ lịch sử và chuyển biến kinh tế-xã hội, VNU Press, Hanoi, 2003. 
Ken?ichi Goto: ?Returing to ASIA?: Japan?Indonesia Relations, 1930s?1942, Ryukei Shyosha Co.Ltd, Tokyo, 1997. 
24 Pierre Antoine-Donnet: Nước Nhật mua cả thế giới, p. 34.
25 Edwin O. Reichauer: Japan?The Story of a Nation, Tokyo, pp. 192?194.
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associated with the collapse of French Vichy government. Having been well aware of Asian culture and 
psychology, and to prove that ?they were liberating Southeast Asian nations from the domination of 
the West,? meaning the White man, the Japanese established a pro-Japanese government in each of its 
colonies. In Vietnam, two days after the coup, on March 11th 1945, the Japanese asked Emperor Bảo 
Đại to declare independence. Next, they established and supported the Trần Trọng Kim government. 
?Japan granted Indochinese countries nominal independence but in fact took over the colonial role left 
by their predecessor.?26 This government however only lasted for a short time and was replaced by the 
Vietnam Democratic Republic government after the success of the 1945 August Revolution.
In many cases, in the eyes of various Japanese political and military oﬃcers, the image of Asian na-
tions was ambivalent. They admired and scorned Asians at the same time, and were cooperative with 
them while still being suspicious of their potential for subversion and hidden nationalism in their 
thinking and actions. As for Indochina and Southeast Asia, they were at once partners of Japan in the 
development of ?Greater East Asian? doctrine and targets of their exploitation, protection and inva-
sion.
3.5
In realizing its plan of a ?Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere,? Japan placed high importance 
on Indochina. Most of the rice for the Japanese army and Japan-occupied areas came from this coun-
try. Rubber and coal from Indochina also contributed to Japan?s war economy. However, after the Japa-
nese took over Malaya and the Dutch East Indies, the significance of Indochina seems to have been re-
duced as the former became the main suppliers of coal and oil for Japan. Above all, the Japanese did 
not take over the French companies in Southeast Asia as they had done with other Western compa-
nies. They used these companies to serve war eﬀorts. Because of Allied blockage of sea routes, Indochi-
na was only able to maintain trade with Japan. This disrupted the colony?s traditional trading relations 
as 50? of its imports and exports had been with France. In fact, the Japanese government founded an 
entire economic system, including exploitation, production, self-consumption and export, to support 
their enormous armies in both Indochina and the ?mother country.? The escalation of war and natural 
calamities in 1944?1945 diminished their reserves of food and matériel. To compensate, the Japanese 
accelerated their exploitation in Vietnam and the rest of Indochina. As a result, their colonial policy 
led to death by starvation of around 2 million people according to some scholars!27
3.6
As the Axis faced continuous defeats and collapsed, Japan had to end its domination over Indochi-
na. The pro-Japanese groups and organizations in Indochina also became history. What was interest-
ing was that after the Second World War, according to the agreement between Japan and the Allied, 
the Japanese army had to demilitarize and withdraw from Vietnam. The Second World War ended in 
26 Masaya Shiraishi: Quan hệ Nhật Bản - Việt Nam 1951?1987, p. 21. See also Pham Hong Tung: Nội các Trần Trọng Kim-Bản 
chất, vai trò và vị trí lịch sử, National Politics Publisher, Hanoi, 2009. Pp. 40?48.
27 Văn Tạo và Furuta Motoo (Cb.): Nạn đói năm 1945 ở Việt Nam, Viện Sử học Việt Nam, H., 1995.
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1945 but it was not until years later that Japan and other Asian nations publicly acknowledged its dev-
astation and lasting eﬀects. Likewise, it took some time for the social groups, economic actors, cultural 
legacies and generations of servicemen and civilians in the war to show up in the war memories, re-
cently published materials or historians? records and studies. After many decades, ?the common regret 
of the Japanese still lingers.?28
The important thing is that, after reflecting on their war lessons, the Japanese authorities resolved to 
give up their aggressive policy and extreme nationalism in exchange for a new path based on peaceful 
economic development. Being cognizant of the lasting and serious war consequences and sympathetic 
to the sacrifice and struggle of Vietnamese, after the war, a number of Japanese actively participated in 
the liberation and construction of Vietnam and they themselves made positive contributions to the de-
velopment of friendly Vietnamese?Japanese relations.
Conclusion
As a country that made an early choice for reform and relentlessly pursued national modernization 
at the end of the 19th century, Japan was able to avoid colonization by Western countries. By overcom-
ing great historical diﬃculties, Japan was the first country in Asia with rationalistic thinking to have 
chosen a Western development model and orientation. Being well aware of the regional and world sit-
uation, Japan followed an ?unconventional? model. This model was nevertheless contradictory and 
paradoxical. From providing a symbol and example to Asian nations, by pursuing capitalism and then 
imperialism, Japan established its own ?order? in Asia to replace the previous orders imposed by China 
and the West. Thus, ?it is not possible to understand Japan today without a retrospective look at recent 
historical events and its traditional values. For this country once aimed for domination over the entire 
East. Based on a religious-oriented doctrine of ?Greater Co-prosperity,? Japan involved other East 
Asian nations under its leadership in developing a Co-prosperity Sphere. This frenzied nationalism led 
the Emperor?s army to carry its Rising Sun flag to the farthest areas in Asia.?29
Historically, Japan had three times opened itself to the region and the world and made important 
achievements at each point.30 With the fourth ?open policy? however, by aiming at occupying conti-
nental and island nations to realize its expansion over the whole Asia, Japan was not successful. While 
previous policies involved economic and cultural methods, this time by using power and violence, 
Japan eventually suﬀered heavy consequences. Nevertheless, this failure allowed the Japanese to be-
come more self-aware. After the catastrophic war, they followed a more peaceful way and fulfilled their 
influence and international responsibilities through economic initiatives. The ?miracle? of Japan in the 
years 1950?1970 was a successful experiment with a new model of development extending beyond 
28 Pierre Antoine-Donnet: Nước Nhật mua cả thế giới, p. 32.
29 Pierre Antoine-Donnet: Nước Nhật mua cả thế giới, pp. 18?19.
30 Nguyễn Văn Kim: Nhật Bản-Ba lần mở cửa, ba sự lựa chọn, Journal of Historical Studies, issue 5 (336), 2004, pp. 48?60.
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Asia. This model influenced many regional countries and created a new East Asia.31
The last thing I want to remark is that the study of Japan?Indochina relations during the Second 
World War used to be considered ?sensitive? or even ?taboo.? By overcoming the past with academic 
thinking, determination and courage, we currently opt for large-scale research projects to exchange in-
formation, knowledge and materials from diﬀerent sources and archives. After the first conference in 
Waseda University, Tokyo in 2014, we once again hope for closer and trusting relations among Japa-
nese, Vietnamese, Lao, Cambodian and other international scholars.32 In this sense, the understanding 
and revision of the past is necessary from both rational and emotional points of view and also helps us 
to further consolidate and better our cooperation.
31 Samuel Huntington: Sự va chạm của các nền văn minh, Labor Publisher, Hanoi, 2003, pp. 126?127.
32 Masaya Shiraishi (Ed.): Indochina, Thailand, Japan and France during World War II: Overview of Existing Literature and Relat-
ed Documents for the Future Development of Research, Waseda University Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (WIAPS), March, 
2015.
